Background

EMI is a collaboration of almost 30 different Product Teams developing collectively more than 50 services and libraries. Each PT belongs to one Institute partner in EMI or a small collaboration of Institutes. EMI provides coordination and guidance on technical requirements, common development, synchronized releases, software engineering practices, tools, etc. However, each PT is independent in the internal organization of the work and must comply also with local institutional policies and strategies.

The different coordination roles in EMI have been recently discussed to understand which ones may still be needed after the end of the project. The overall outcome of the discussion is that the partners and consequently the PTs are interested in the future to keep in place a collaboration mechanism to discuss technical topics of common interest, but want to remain independent in the choice of how to manage and release they software and which communities to support. Statement of commitment to support the software have been collected from the partners and circulated already to EGI. Individual partners may want in the future to enter into direct relationship with EGI, but the timing and nature of such relationship have not so far been openly discussed by any of the partners.

Specific questions

The level of desired commitment (community, contributing, integrated)

No partners have so far communicated explicit interest to enter into one of the above suggested relationships. However, 8 out of the 26 EMI partners have expressed interest in discussing the concept of commercial-level SLAs with EGI. In practice they are interested in discussing how EGI (or the user communities) can pay for the development of the software they need.

The role & size of the member (small group, Product Team, Platform Integrator)

Product Teams ranging from a fraction of a person to teams of 5 or more people.

Target consumers

EGI, specific user communities of interest to each partner (e.g. WLCG)

Type of software deployment (e.g. integrated into a specific EGI platform, individual platform)

The concept of EGI platforms is not completely understood (are the middleware stacks within EMI - ARC, dCache, gLite, UNICORE - “EGI platforms”? What is the granularity?) In general software deployment is expected to be done by the infrastructure managers (with support from the PTs) by taking software from where the PTs put it. The main distribution mechanism is expected to be the mainstream open source repositories, either Operating Systems repos (EPEL, Fedora, Debian, etc.) or community repos like SourceForge or GitHub. The need for a catch all repo to store packages that cannot be distributed with more standard repos is acknowledged. Issues of protection from unwanted updates or badly behaving third-party packages are acknowledged. Can these issues be addressed by the UMD repository or a subset of it?



Integration points with other platforms in the EGI ecosystem

[bookmark: _GoBack]The topic of how to keep in place technical collaboration activities among EMI partners and extend them to more software providers is being discussed. There are several points of integration across communities and projects, like interoperability, standardization, common development, synchronization of releases. EMI is working on a proposal for a lightweight technical collaboration that can potentially provide some level of coordination and information sharing across software teams and between the developers’ community and infrastructures like EGI. 

More specifically, integration points of current interest to EMI partners are the extension of the EMI-ES adoption, integration with the EMIR information service, adoption of EMI STS and the adoption of the Common Authentication Library (CAnL).





