Notes of NGI International Liaison teleconference meeting
19/March/2014

Written by Gergely Sipos (chair of the meeting, Gergely.sipos@egi.eu) 
Meeting agenda and presented slides: https://indico.egi.eu/indico/conferenceDisplay.py?confId=2058 
Attendees:

NILs: 
· Alessandro Costantini (IT)

· Anders Waananen (DK)

· Coen Schrijvers (NL)

· Dean Flanders (CH)

· Genevieve Romier (FR)

· Goncalo Borges (PT)

· Ivana Krenkova (CZ)

· Kostas Koumantaros (GR)

· Nicolai Iliuha (RO)

· Serge A. Salamanka (BY)

· Todor Gurov‏ (BG)

· Robert Lovas, Kitti Varga (HU)
· John Kewley (UK)
EGI.eu

· Gergely Sipos

· Neasan ONeill
· Nuno Ferreira
· Karolis Eigelis
· Diego Scardaci
· Sy Holsinger
· Javier Jimenez

Key points: 
(Main presentation slideset from the agenda page: EGI_Engagement_Strategy_update_NILs_2014-03-19.pptx)
1. Update on the EGI Strategy document: 
· GS presented the strategy to the NGI Council at the end of February, and received positive feedback and encouragement for the implementation. 

· Recent changes in the document: 
· Incorporate input from Genevieve Romier

· Indicate new links between NGIs and ESFRIs and between NGIs and Scientific communities in the two collaboration tables

2. Progress update about the 4 phases/elements of Engagement:

· Neasan O’Neill – Outreach (slide 7)

· 2 webinars about the EGI Federated Cloud will be held: https://wiki.egi.eu/wiki/EGI_Webinar_Programme 
· A list about the people and contributions to the EGU2014 event is available. Will be sent out in an email soon

· Booking of EGI booth at the following events is ongoing: European Conference on Computational Biology; 18th European Bioenergetics Conference and the Federation of European Biochemical Societies.
· Nuno Ferreira – Scoping (separate slides in the agenda - 20140319.Scoping.Report.pptx) 

· First round of teleconferences about specific ESFRIs and communities has been organised. Some are more, others are less successful. 

· Second  round of teleconferences will be organised soon for: CLARIN, EMSO, EPOS, Euro-BioImaging, IAGOS, ICOS, INSTRUCT, Life-Watch, SKA, Astro, Environmental Sci., Agricultural Sci. Doodle about finding dates for these are currently open until CoB on the 26th of March (See links to the doodles on slide #4 of the topic specific slideset) 

· It’s important for the NILs to know the national Research Infrastructure and e-Infrastructure roadmap of their country (if such roadmap exists), and to establish links with the national entities of those infrastructures that are on this roadmap. 

· Pushing on two fronts: Discussions at the national level (by the NGIs) and discussions at the management level (by EGI.eu). Management level discussions happened recently with LifeWatch, EMSO, ELIXIR. Next round of discussions to be with Euro-BioImaging and BBMRI (See Gergely’s report from BioMedBridges later in the notes) 
·  Gergely Sipos – Implementation (slide 9)

· 4 out of the 7 objectives already reached (CTA VT, ELIXIR VT, CMMST VT, HPC-HTC integration). Some triggered follow-up tasks on which we work (e.g. EGI-XSEDE integration), Cloud activity with ELIXIR
· Work towards the other 3 objectives is on track (Desktop Grid VT, ENVRI and DRIHM collaborations, Receiving new VTs from scoping)

· Gergely Sipos – Cross-cutting (slide 10)

· Due to other priorities, no significant progress so far in 3 areas (portal, robot accounting, scientific publications)

· Broadening of the scope of the Engagement Strategy: Will happen through a new VT: Business Engagement Programme for SMEs (Read about this below) 

3. Other updates:

· Javier Jimenez: Business Engagement Programme for SMEs VT (See slides attached to the agenda: P-EGI-VT-BusinessEngagementProgrammefor_SMES.pptx) 
· Already interest from 10 partners

· Gergely suggested to start the VT and allow additional partners to join later

· Gergely Sipos: Report from the BioMedBridges Annual General Meeting (slide 12)

· Annual meeting of the ESFRI cluster project of the Biological and medical sciences research infrastructures

· Key points for EGI: 

· Contact points from almost all BMS RIs towards e-infrastructures are now available for EGI.eu
· An E-infrastructure awareness raising workshop will be organised soon (probably at EBI, hosted by ELIXIR)
· Importance of national linkage between RIs and e-infras (reinforcing the importance of the ‘scoping activity’ we do)
· ELIXIR technical stream will publish list of technical challenges in April, and will setup a ‘Cloud task force’ with EGI’s involvement within a few weeks
· Managerial leads established to BBMRI and Euro-BioImaging
· Robert Lovas: Promoting Desktop Grids Virtual Team (See slideset attached to agenda: DG-VT_updates_for_NIL_meeting.pptx)

· New Desktop Grid Operations Centre will be established to properly connect the DG resources to the core EGI accounting system
· The benefits of DGs to the NGIs were highlighted, 1-page promotional material will be prepared

· 1-on-1 interviews will be conducted with the NILs to identify:

· Grand-challenges that need enormous computing power

· Existing (master-worker) applications that would benefit from additional resources from DGs 

4. Reports from the NILs about activities since the last meeting:

· IT (Alessandro): 
· Electronic publication is going to be prepared about the recently held CompChem training workshop (See details about the workshop in this blog post: https://www.egi.eu/news-and-media/newsletters/Inspired_Issue_14/compchem_course.html) 
· Working on MoUs to establish the CMMST VRC

· BLAST with GUI for two Italian institutes

· Support for certain applications from HEP and space science communities

· Work with EMSO and ELIXIR is ongoing

· Participation in Sequencing and Proteine Folding VT; Pay-for-use task force 

· CMMST VRC ‘seed workshop’ to be organised at EGI CF

· NL (Coen):
· Bringing people into the scoping teleconferences and into the new SME VT
· CH (Dean): 

· Work on national e-science strategy and integration of NGI activities into this
· Definition of core facilities for life sciences
· Activities in federated ID management

· FR (Genevieve):

· Attended the APARSEN-EGI workshop in Amsterdam, and reported back to national partners

·  Arranged support for 8 of the French NGI users to attend the EGI Community Forum. This includes engaged, active users, and new ones such as from finance domain. 
· PT (Goncalo):

· Final steps to the setup of a tutorial (seminar + handson) with Afonso Duarte (Champion), to be delivered on March 31: http://www.lip.pt/events/2014/grid_tutorial/. Already 25 registered participants, which is an extremely good number.
· The NGI is now included in the Portuguese roadmap of national infrastructures, in the top category. The exact details of what this means in terms of e.g. financial support is yet to be seen.  
· GR (Kostas): 

· The national roadmap on research infrastructures came out a few days ago. It recognises a number of ESFRI-related national initiatives, however at the moment the funding that would be available for these is still unknown. 

· Active collaboration with CLARIN, early stage and slow progress with others

· BG (Todor):

· Investigated national Research Infrastructure roadmap and identified 3 projects that are related to ESFRIs:

· CLARIN

· Euro-Argo (Sofia University, Marine Research Institute)

· BBMRI (Medical University). 

The partner institutes have been contacted and collaboration with the BBMRI institute recently strated in areas of providing applications (Gromacs, Gamess, etc) on national and EGI resources. 

Gergely suggested Todor 

· to check whether there are existing implementations on EGI of the software of your interest: http://appdb.egi.eu, and if so, then discuss usage with the providers (contact points are in the database)

· Contact Antonio Laganà lagana05@gmail.com and Alessandro Costantini Alessandro.Costantini@pg.infn.it, the managers of the CompChem VO of EGI to discuss collaboration around chemistry-related applications and tools

· HU (Robert Lovas):

· Next meeting with the representatives of ELI-HU (Extreme Light Infrastructure) will be on Monday. 
· Work on the DG promotion VT, with high priority on the establishment of a DG-specific international Operation Centre. 
· No reports from DK, CZ, RO, BY, UK
5. Community Forum (Sara Coelho, Gergely Sipos)
· Programme is available online. Call for ‘lightning talks’ is now open: http://go.egi.eu/cf2014. The chosen talks (4) will be keynote speakers, and will receive full funding to attend the CF. Action to NILs: Distribute the call within your NGI to scientists who are active users of NGI/EGI.
· There will be a NIL meeting on Monday afternoon (sessions are titled EGI Engagement in the programme)

· An introductory level user training is planned for Monday. Gergely will define a provisional structure and will circulate a call for trainers to the NILs in the next few days (the programme will be similar to this event from 2010: https://indico.egi.eu/indico/sessionDisplay.py?sessionId=124&confId=48#20100914) 

Next NIL meetings (listed at https://indico.egi.eu/indico/categoryDisplay.py?categId=36): 
· Teleconference on the 16th of April, 2pm (Ams time)

· F2F meeting in Helsinki on the 19th of May
· F2F meeting in Amsterdam on the 1st of July (the day before the EGI-InSPIRE EC review)

Provisional dates for teleconferences after the summer (all 2-4pm Ams time):

· 17 Sep, 22 Oct, 19 Nov, 17 Dec
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