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Programme evaluation at the EC

The EC regularly evaluates the results and impacts of its policies 
and initiatives, in order to improve decision making.

Evaluation is vital to keep EU policies effective and ensure 
transparency and democratic accountability.

Evaluation may address:

• Relevance

• Effectiveness

• Efficiency

• Utility

• Sustainabilty

Evaluation may be ex-ante or ex-post



Evaluation: what for?

� Planning, (re)designing, implementing EU policies

� Justifying (or not) past investments, enhancing the 
legitimacy of decisions and the accountability of 
decision-makersdecision-makers

� Support the EC in better communicating the added 
value of the EU to the European citizen



e-Infrastructures impact

� Quantitative ex-post evaluation of the impact of e-
Infrastructures is lacking

� Urgent need to assess EC investments in the area of 
e-Infrastructure and to use this as feedback in 
developing EU policy in this area
e-Infrastructure and to use this as feedback in 
developing EU policy in this area

� Many types of measures for R&D impact including: 
bibliometrics, collection of statistics, feedback from 
collaborators, case studies, peer review

� But how to measure e-Infrastructure impact?



e-Infrastructures impact evaluation 
challenges

What impact?

� Efficiency of research?

� Research that otherwise could not be undertaken?

� Innovation?

� Higher leverage from easy access to research results?

� Policy impact (e.g. ERA)?

Distinguishing output from results from impact

Identifying the added value of the infrastructure investment

Capturing data reliably and over long periods of time



Ongoing e-Infrastructure initiatives

�Two projects:

ERINA+ aims to evaluate the impact of e-Infrastructure 
funded projects using the socio-economic methodology 
already experimented within the ERINA study. 

eNventory establishes European eInfrastructures eNventory establishes European eInfrastructures 
Observatory to monitor the development and impact of e-
infrastructures.

�Study on Development of impact measures for e-Infrastructures 
(currently being evaluated)



Objectives of this session

All e-Infrastructure projects are called to this 
important exercise to:

� Develop Common understanding about impact � Develop Common understanding about impact 
assessment

� Openly discuss the methodology 

� Agree on indicators and data sources



For further information

www.cordis.europa.eu/fp7/ict/e-infrastructure/www.cordis.europa.eu/fp7/ict/e-infrastructure/


