Notes of EGI Engagement teleconference meeting
18/September/2014

Written by Gergely Sipos (chair of the meeting, Gergely.sipos@egi.eu) 
Meeting agenda and presented slides: http://indico.egi.eu/indico/conferenceDisplay.py?confId=2183 
Attendees and contributors: See appendix.
Key points from the meeting:
Gergely – Introduction

A new agenda structure has been defined and proposed for use today, and for future meetings. The structure clusters ongoing and planned activities by community/group-types that that we should engage with. Cross-cutting activities are in separate sections: 
A. Structure by user/partner groups

 1. Research Infrastructures

 2. International research projects & communities

 3. National groups: RI nodes, project, the long tail, etc.

 4. SMEs

 5. Others: Policy makers

B. Cross-cutting projects and activities

 1. Technology VTs

 2. Umbrella initiatives (proposals, events, etc.)

C. Announcements

The rest of the meeting followed this structure and included the following contributions:

1. Research Infrastructures:

a. Tiziana - Overview of EGI-Engage (Slide 4-5)
i. A large part of the project is the user-driven co-development with Research Infrastructures - these are the Competence Centres (CC) See slide 5 for the rich deliverables that will be produced by the CCs.

ii. We have received a large number of CC proposals and unfortunately could not accept all. We are now looking at alternative ways to support the unaccepted ones (e.g. EGI-InSPIRE PY5 budget reallocation, VRE proposals for Jan 2015 call)

iii. There are additional activities related to Engagement in the project: Open Data Platform development with a few scientific groups; SME-engagement; Long-tail platform. 

iv. Envisaged start date: sometimes between Jan-Mar 2015. This depends on preference of the EC and the project members. 

v. We are thinking about which direction to influence the H2020 work programme for 2016-17. We would like to establish Centers of Excellence in different scientific domains and ask the EC for support. 

b. Gergely – other activities with RIs (Slide 6):

i. Customisation of AppDB for ELIXIR and EBI

· Testing with EBI and ELIXIR reps. continues

ii. BBMRI – 2nd meeting on Common IT services
· Contact your national BBMRI Node to get involved in the definition and bidding for the BBMRI Common IT services. These will be funded through a project. The call will open late-September, with 10 weeks for submission. 

iii. There are a number of events in Sep-Oct that EGI.eu will attend to strengthen collaborations with RIs. 

2. International Research projects & communities – Updates from the UCB, Champions and community VTs

a. Afonso - Genome Analysis and Proteine Folding VT (See separate slideset)
i. Good progress in identifying and bringing use cases to the FedCloud infrastructure

1. 4 use cases are identified and worked on: READemption, Trufa, Chipster, RSAT

2. Additional use cases are expected from ELIXIR in the next 1-2 months

b. Alexandre - Updates from WeNMR:

i. Worked on a Competence Centre which is part of EGI-Engage (MoBrain)

ii. WeNMR infrastructure is still well used

iii. Number of conferences planned (mostly the annual meetings that we attend for a few years now)

c. Jiri Choduba – Updates from AUGER:

i. (In chat): Main activity is transition of the production system and data management to DIRAC

3. National groups: RI nodes, project, the long tail, etc. – Updates from the NILs:

a. IT (Alessandro):

i. Regular user support and onboarding for new users in CompChemistry, WeNMM

ii. New support: Application porting to the EGI Federated Cloud for the DRIHM project

iii. We plan to change the structure of the NGI, e.g. lowering the number of partners in the NGI, and refocusing 

b. CH (Dean):

i. CC for Marketplace was submitted and accepted in EGI-Engage under the Marketplace activity (not as a CC)

ii. Several national e-science proposals have been submitted to support national activities

iii. Attended Nordugrid 2014 conference

iv. Organised and attended FitSM training in CH

v. Organised and attended RackSpace training 

vi. Future: Ramp up Marketplace activities so we are ready for delivery when related projects start

c. GR (Kostas):

i. We were involved in H2020 proposals

ii. We still need to plan engagement activities for the future, including Environmental sciences (was not accepted as a CC)

d. HU (Robert):

i. Worked on an Agro VT proposal - but still discussing when and how to start because related activities are now planned in EGI-Engage

ii. We are in the middle of procurement process of a compute and data centre for national agro project

e. LT (Jelena):

i. (In chat): main activity is to prepare infrastructure for new NGI user community

4. SMEs:

a. SME VT update (Javier, see separate slideset):

i. Challenges in bringing the NGIs to the same level of understanding about the benefits and ways of working with industry and SMEs

ii. A number of options for working with industry and SMEs have been identified 

iii. Tiziana suggested to organise a dedicated workshop in EGI ,  SME/industry-workshop 
- Sergio: The Innovation Cluster event that EGI will attend and contribute to in October is another opportunity to present the view of EGI on industry engagement

5. Policy makers:

a. Consultations with the EC (Gergely, Slide 10):

i. Two public consultations are open towards the EC. These provide the opportunity for all of you to influence the H2020 work programmes for 2016-2017:

1. On  ‘Science 2.0’: Science in Transition

2. On Cloud Computing and Software, for Work Programme 2016-17.

3. See slide 10 for further details. You are encouraged to feed in your views into the programme and if you do please inform policy@egi.eu so the EGI view can consider this.

6. Cross-cutting projects and activities - Technology
a. Desktop Grid VT update (Robert, see separate slideset):

i. Dedicated operation centre for desktop grids is now available.

ii. Specific instructions for the NGIs on DG usage are available on the web 

iii. Desktop grid event next week in Almere

b. OpenAIRE and publication repository

i. We will hear update from OpenAIRE at EGI Conference next week

c. FedCloud User Support (Gergely) 
i. Bi-weekly calls with those who support users and use cases on the EGI Federated Cloud. Contact Gergely if you want to be involved.  

d. Robot certificate accounting (Diego):

i. The chosen approach (enrich proxy DN with user-specific data) turned out to be not transparent for CREAM CE, so the CREAM CE has to be updated. 

ii. The development is relatively small, but requires coordinated effort from 3 gLite product teams (CREAM, APEL, BLAH). There is still no commitment from the PTs, we are working on getting this.
7. Cross-cutting projects and activities – Umbrella initiatives:

a. EGI Conference (Sara):

i. Programme is now available online, if attend, please register ASAP 

b. EGI Forum in 2015:

i. Tiziana: We are looking at how feasible a 'traditional' EGI forum would be for spring 2015 (April/May). This requires knowing how many co-located workshops/events should be considered. ACTION: contact Tiziana asap, if you would like to organise a co-located workshop/event with the EGI forum.
8. Announcements

a. Places for the IT Service Management Training are still available. See slide 13 for details.

b. Call for stories for the next EGI Newsletter is open. Contact press@egi.eu ASAP so they can help writing the story. Gergely encouraged everyone to recommend their success stories for Newsletter coverage.
9. Next meeting: Teleconference on October 22, between 2-4pm (Ams time)
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