Notes of EGI Engagement teleconference meeting
19/November/2014

Written by Gergely Sipos (chair of the meeting, Gergely.sipos@egi.eu) 
Meeting agenda and presented slides: https://indico.egi.eu/indico/conferenceDisplay.py?confId=2185 
Attendees and contributors: See appendix.
Agenda:

1. Updates from the NILs, Champions, UCB, VTs & Pilots

a. Progress with Engagement & Future plans, incl. EGI-InSPIRE effort use for some partners

2. Updates from EGI.eu

a. EGI Engagement Strategy updates (Gergely) 

b. EGI-InSPIRE Periodic report and review

c. Updates from EGI Federated Cloud

d. Integrating ELIXIR reference datasets within the European Grid Infrastructure – new project

e. EGI services for VREs – new document

f. Training proposal – university liaisons; IaaS for educators

g. Earth science workshop – January, Amsterdam

h. Long tail platform – call for RPs

3. Date of next meeting – Dec 17.
4. AOB ( None

Key points from the meeting:
Updates from NILs and Champions: 

Afonso (Champion)
Regarding the Champion activities
· Invited to talk @: http://ejibce2014.fc.ul.pt/home.html
· Newsletter: invited to write to FCT (Portuguese funding agency for Science) newsletter: http://newsletter.fct.pt/cronica-convidada-8/
Alessandro Costantini
· Usual support communities: WeNMR, ….

· Support to FedCloud use cases: 

· DRHIM: VM ready and registered and tested at Padua site; contextualization underway

· ATLAS VO: starting the support

· E-INFRA9: proposal with CMMST and WeNMR

· Will be involved in the EGI-ELIXIR data replication pilot
Eleni K. (Champion)
· 2 scientific publications with reference to EGI submitted

· To be recorded in OpenAIRE: https://www.openaire.eu/ 
· Gergely to find out from Sergio what metadata should be added (if any) to the paper in OpenAIRE so EGI can recognise it in statistics on EGI-related papers.
Emanouil (BG)
· CLARIN: success in using grid resources for a use case Find optimal parser of language data with lots of combinations. The time of processing was dramatically reduced. Now standardisation of the modules is ongoing so other groups could reuse the application. 

· Working with CLARIN on capturing cloud use cases. Action: After more details are obtained from CLARIN on the use cases, arrange a call with the EGI.eu cloud support team (Diego, Nuno, Enol): support@egi.eu 
· Finalising the contract for upgrading their new cluster (to 160 servers, 400 TFlops - 40 TFlops from CPUs, 360 TFlops from co-processors using GPUs and Xeon-5 processors, expected to enter to the top 500 list)

Fotis (Champion)
· Preparing Galaxy new series

· 2 publications we are working on:

· Report on Life Sciences workshop that was held at EGI CF in Helsinki

· Abstract to ISGC’ 15 Conference (Taiwan)
João Pina (LIP)
· Cloud site has been recently certified now are looking for communities to join

· Civil Eng. (National Laboratory) with an informal meeting with a tutorial

· Talks with NREN to use our cloud services

· Idea about e-government using our cloud services

· Champalimaud Foundation [1]: grid and cloud services were advertised; we are aiming for them to use our resources.

[1]. http://www.fchampalimaud.org/en/
John Kewley
· We have people engaged with LOFAR.

· Speaking to our Hartree Centre Staff about their local SME pay-for-use activities. This is being done through an intermediary company (owned by a well-known industrial partner)

Kostas K. (GR)
· Most of the activities are being done via VTs and the Long Tail of Science pilot
· http://www.hellasgrid.gr/?p=828
· 1st attempt to re-establish a link with Matlab (Gergely is in the loop)
Mariusz (PL)
· Attended e-IRG conference

· ESS [2] community early stage engagement. ACTION: Gergely to connect Mariusz and Balazs from EMI who has contacted ESS during the summer.
[2]. http://europeanspallationsource.se/
Ivana Krenkova (NIL_CZ)
· Report was sent in email to Gergely. See in Appendix.
Serge Salamanca (BY)
· deploying synnefo stack at a site

· Bioinformatics course

· http://uiip.bas-net.by/event/mini_cours.php
· http://uiip.bas-net.by/event/seminar_bioinf/miniCourse_plan_Fall.pdf
· Nano coating use case

· Deployed a portal for medical imaging processing: http://imlab.grid.by/
· Proposed 2 projects with

· Bioinformatics
· Space research Center 

Vladimir Slavnic
· Day to day support to several communities , such as comp. chemistry with Gaussian 

· Participation in ongoing grid HPC projects (AgInfra, etc.)
Updates from VTs and pilots: 

· GAPF VT (Afonso):

· Tawain abstract to be submitted by this Friday

· Meeting with CSC regarding for the Bioinformatics DBs; connection with ELIXIR pilot also 

· READemption FedCloud webinar on 26th of November from 3pm CET: http://www.egi.eu/blog/2014/11/04/egi_webinar_rna_seq_analysis_with_reademption_setup_and_go.html 

· SME and business engagement VT (Gergely):

· Final report was sent to EGI.eu managers
· Updates and publishing based on feedback by the end of 2014

· Pay-for-use pilot (Gergely):

· Writing final report – to publish by Dec 19

· eGrant development for user interface almost final

· Discover services on the payment basis

· Next VT call – Dec 1. Demo of eGrant

· 5 providers to run a test case after Dec 1.

· Act as users, book resources

· Based on feedback decide to move to production

· Join as tester! (email Sy Holsinger sy.holsinger@egi.eu)
· Long tail platform pilot (Gergely):

· Project formalised and started https

 HYPERLINK "https://wiki.egi.eu/wiki/Long-tail_of_science_pilot" ://

 HYPERLINK "https://wiki.egi.eu/wiki/Long-tail_of_science_pilot" wiki.egi.eu/wiki/Long-tail_of_science_pilot 
(See the overview slide on this page!)
· How you can help us:
· Offer resources in the platform VO (Grid or cloud) – talk to your site managers! 
Updates from EGI.eu (by Gergely Sipos):

· Engagement Strategy:

· A new major update has been started. Current draft is on the agenda page.

· National inputs are still missing. The same input will be used also for the final progress report of EGI-InSPIRE. 
· Deadline to contribute:25th of November. 

· Action: Gergely to write an email about this on the NIL list to invite the contributions.
· EGI-InSPIRE
· Final progress report (covering May-December 2014) is due next week. See above point.

· Final review: 12-13 February 2015, Amsterdam

· Federated Cloud
· Significant updates to user documentation: https://

 HYPERLINK "https://wiki.egi.eu/wiki/Federated_Cloud_user_support" wiki.egi.eu/wiki/Federated_Cloud_user_support
· Quick start guide (VM reuse)
· Guide for complex use cases (VM creation)
· Table of supported use cases: https://wiki.egi.eu/wiki/Federated_Cloud_Communities
· Try and provide feedback about the cloud
· EGI Services for VREs
· New document from EGI – attached to the agenda page

· Useful for your NGI if you when you talk to VREs or to any national or international research collaboration that would like to customise EGI services for certain use cases/communities
· Training and education proposal

· EGI is involved in the preparation of an INFRASUPP-4 proposal

· Envisaged contributions:
· Training marketplace
· Information hub for educators and audiences
· Provisiding an IaaS infrastructure and support services for educators (( a new platform)
· Liaising with universities 
· course deployment, feedback and requirements on services
· Can you help in any of these? Contact Gergely if you can

· Earth Science workshop

· EGI-GEANT organisation

· January 22-23, Amsterdam
· User driven event about needs 
· Attendance is limited from EGI
· With flash presentations on services from e-Infrastructures
· Want to contribute? Contact Gergely ASAP
Next meeting: Teleconference on December 17, between 2-4pm (Amsterdam time)
Appendix: List of attendees and contributors with short update report
Explanation:

Y – Yes

A – Apologies

Nothing – Did not attend
	ID
	Representative
	Role
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	Attended
	Update provided

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	NGI:
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Armenia
	Hrachya Astsatryan
	NIL
	 
	 

	 
	Wahi Narsisian
	Dep
	 
	 

	Belgium
	Rosette Vandenbroucke
	NIL
	 
	 

	Belarus
	Serge Salamanka
	NIL
	Y
	Y

	Bulgaria
	Aneta Karaivanova
	NIL
	 
	 

	 
	Todor Gurov 
	Dep
	 
	 

	Croatia
	Emir Imamagic
	NIL
	 
	 

	 
	Dobrisa Dobrenic
	Dep
	 
	 

	Cyprus
	Maria Poveda
	NIL
	 
	 

	 
	Marios Diakaiakos
	Dep
	 
	 

	Czech Republic
	Ivana Krenkova
	NIL
	 
	 

	 
	Ludek Matyska
	Dep
	 
	 

	Denmark
	Anders Waananen
	NIL
	 
	 

	Finland
	Jura Tarus
	NIL
	 
	 

	 
	Johanna Lätti
	Dep
	 
	 

	France
	Geneviève Romier
	NIL
	 
	 

	Georgia
	Ramaz Kvatadze
	NIL
	 
	 

	 
	Nugzar Gamtsemlidze
	Dep
	 
	 

	Germany
	Wilhelm Buehler
	?
	 
	 

	 
	Andreas Heiss
	NIL
	 
	 

	Greece
	Kostas Koumantaros
	NIL
	Y
	Y

	Hungary
	Robert Lovas
	NIL
	 
	 

	 
	Kitti Varga
	Dep
	 
	 

	 
	Imre Szeberényi
	Dep
	 
	 

	Italy
	Daniele Cesini
	Dep
	 
	 

	 
	Alessandro Costantini
	NIL
	Y
	Y

	Israel
	Zivan Yoash
	NIL
	 
	 

	 
	Yossef Baruch
	Dep
	 
	 

	Latvia
	Baiba Kaskina
	Dep
	 
	 

	 
	Dana Ludviga
	Dep
	 
	 

	 
	Leo Truksans
	NIL
	 
	 

	Lithuania
	Jelena Tamuliene
	NIL
	 
	 

	The Netherlands
	Coen Schrijvers
	NIL
	 
	 

	 
	Irene Nooren
	Dep
	 
	 

	Poland
	Mariusz Sterzel
	NIL
	Y
	Y

	Portugal and Spain
	Jesus Marco de Lucas
	NIL
	 
	 

	 
	João Pina
	Dep
	Y
	Y

	 
	Gonçalo Borges
	Dep
	 
	 

	 
	Isabel Campos
	Dep
	 
	 

	Republic of Macedonia
	Boro Jakimovski
	NIL
	 
	 

	Republic of Moldova
	Peter Bogatencov
	NIL
	 
	 

	 
	Nicolai Iliuha
	Dep
	 
	 

	Romania
	Monica Anghel
	NIL
	 
	 

	Russia
	Viacheslav Ilyin
	NIL
	 
	 

	 
	Vladimir Korenkov
	Dep
	 
	 

	Serbia
	Antun Balaz
	NIL
	 
	 

	 
	Dusan Vudragovic
	Dep
	 
	 

	Slovakia
	Ladislav Hluchý
	NIL
	 
	 

	 
	Jolana Sebestyenova
	?
	 
	 

	Slovenia
	Jan Jona Javorsek
	NIL
	 
	 

	 
	Jernej Porenta
	Dep
	 
	 

	Sweden
	Mats Nylén
	NIL
	 
	 

	Switzerland
	Sergio Maffioletti
	NIL
	 
	 

	 
	Dean Flanders
	Dep
	 
	 

	South Korea
	Jik-Soo Kim
	NIL
	 
	 

	 
	Soonwook Hwang
	Dep
	 
	 

	Taiwan (ASGC)
	Simon C. Lin
	NIL
	 
	 

	 
	Vicky Huang
	Dep
	 
	 

	Turkey
	Burcu Ortakaya
	NIL
	 
	 

	 
	Onur Temizsoylu
	Dep
	 
	 

	 
	Feyza Eryol
	Dep
	 
	 

	Ukraine
	Andrii Golovynskyi
	NIL
	 
	 

	United Kingdom
	Claire Devereux
	NIL
	 
	 

	 
	John Kewley
	Dep
	Y
	Y

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	EGI:
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Tiziana Ferrari
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Gergely Sipos
	 
	Y
	Y

	 
	Neasan O'Neill
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Nuno Ferreira
	 
	Y
	Y

	 
	Diego Scardaci
	 
	Y
	Y

	 
	Karolis Eigelis
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Sergio Andreozzi
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Javier Jimenez
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Sy Holsinger
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Peter Solagnia
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Sara Coelho
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Richard McLennan
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	Ashiq Anjum
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Eleni Katragkou
	 
	Y
	Y

	 
	Mark Santcroos
	 
	 
	 

	 
	SIlvio Pardi
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Stella Arnaouti
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Tomáš Kulhánek
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Joeri van Leeuwen
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Fotis Psomopoulos
	 
	Y
	Y

	 
	Afonso Duarte
	 
	Y
	Y

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	UCB:
	 
	 
	 
	 

	WeNMR
	Alexandre Bonvin
	 
	 
	 

	Auger
	Jiri Chudova
	 
	 
	 

	CMMST
	Antonio Lagana
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Others:
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Emanouil Anassov
	Bulgaria
	 
	Y
	Y

	Miroslav Dobrucky
	Slovakia
	 
	 
	 

	Vladimir Slavnic
	Serbia
	 
	Y
	Y


Appendix: NGI CZ report by Ivana Krenkova
January - November 2014

Being an e-infrastructure, the NGI-CZ is a facility that supports research activities in practically all scientific disciplines, resulting in very large and diverse set of users. Although most of them are individual researchers belonging to the so-called “long tail” science (almost 80 % of users belong to groups with less than 8 members, or do not belong to any of the organized groups), there are also several large well organized groups collaborating with the NGI_CZ. 

The most important ones are:

· ELIXIR, ELIXIR’s goal is to build a sustainable European infrastructure for biological information, supporting life science research and its translation to medicine, agriculture, bioindustries and society. CESNET is a founding member of the ELIXIR-CZ node (lead by IOCHB) and prof. Ludek Matyska is currently the deputy head of the node and he co-chairs the Technical Services workstream of the whole ELIXIR (together with Tommi Nyronen from CSC, FI), NGI staff is involved in several ELIXIR task forces. The NGI is further expected to take care of the basic ELIXIR-CZ e-infrastructure, i.e., is expected to provide sufficient computing/storage resources required for operation of the national ELIXIR-CZ node (of some 200 high density nodes plus almost 2 PB of storage capacity); these resources are covered by the ELIXIR CZ RI proposal. However, it is expected that ELIXIR CZ will use the additional NGI_CZ capacity to cover unpredictable surges in computing and/or storage needs.

· BBMRI, where CERIT-SC closely collaborates with the Czech node BBMRI CZ leader in areas related to BBMRI CZ needs (the liaison person just recently won a position as CTO of the whole BBMRIERIC). The Czech BBMRI node (BBMRI CZ) expects NGI to take care of their basic e-infrastructure needs, coordinating the information systems among the Czech bio-banks. 
· ICOS. Close collaboration already exists with CzechGlobe (leader of CzeCOS/ICOS), where NGI_CZ recently signed a collaboration agreement on the deployment of Aladin, the weather forecast system to be used for climate simulations. The CzeCOS/ICOS RI expects the NGI_CZ to provide it with computing and storage facilities being currently estimated to an equivalent of currently operated SGI UV2 node (288 cores, 6 TB RAM, 72 TB storage), supplemented by adequate storage resources (1 PB of basic capacity with expected increase of around 0.25 PB per year). The NGI is further assumed to support the CzeCOS/ICOS RI with expert knowledge in the area of high-performance computing, as well as to collaborate on its emerging research challenges.

· OncoSteer, submitted to H2020-PHC-2014-two-stage (Personalizing Health and Care) call, passed the 1st stage successfully. The project consortium is formed by 13 partners from 8 EU countries. The overall goal is to develop a novel precision medicine platform that will facilitate integrated analysis, exploration and exploitation of different types of data from cancer patients and experimental model systems, in particular patient-derived tumour xenografts (PDX). NGI staff is the leader of the central project workpackage, which is responsible for establishing the project testbed, thorough reengineering of prototype tools delivered by other project workpackages, and integration of those tools into a mutually consistent infrastructure. The OncoSteer consortium further overlaps with the EuroPDX consortium, where the NGI is an active member providing essential e-infrastructure, and also driving the IT part of the design of a distributed pan-European infrastructure for sharing the PDX data among laboratories (recently also submitted as ELIXIR pilot proposal).

· SDI4Apps project, (Uptake of Open Geographic Information Through Innovative Services Based on Linked Data), which is being implemented in collaboration of 18 organisations across Europe, aims to build a cloud-based framework with open API for data integration, utilizing geographic information collected by various sources ranging from public administration to voluntary initiatives of citizens. NGI role is to propose and implement such an architecture suitable for spatial data infrastructure based on computational clouds; there is expected to provide and further develop a flexible cloud architecture and environment to host services that operate with geospatial data. Such services are of interest to participating companies that expect to use in their own commercial service offers the project experience from running them on the cloud. 

· THALAMOSS (THALAssaemia MOdular Stratification System for Personalized Therapy of beta-Thalassemia), a running FP7 project since 2012, which aims to provide comprehensive information on the relationship of genotype and phenotype in β-thalassaemia beyond the effects of primary mutations and major modifiers of basic disease severity. NGI_CZ participates in two areas of the project: (1) development of data management and processing platform for the data collected in the project and (2) genomic data processing and bioinformatic analysis. 
· Auger, we continuously support Auger VO. VO is preparing the change of the production system and catalogue. A new test instance of DIRAC was installed in Prague. One week workshop will be held in December in Prague with A. Tsaregorodstsev to discuss details of the migration. Another planning workshop (for 2 or 3 days) is planned in January with the current production team.

· Belle. NGI_CZ supported Belle-II in the 4th MC Campaign. About 2 TB of data were produced at CESNET (2% of the total production) and stored on predefined SEs. A new disk space was made available for the VO belle and it will be used during the next campaign planned for February 2015. Report about CESNET participation was presented at Belle II meeting in KEK (on behalf of CESNET, we did not participate in person).

· ELI. We helped ELI simulation group with a cluster selection procedure. Moreover NGI_CZ provided ELI computing and storage capacity for testing purposes. Meetings with ELI are held to share our experience with cluster management and possibility how to connect their HW to NGI_CZ infrastructure. 
· In addition to these, there are emerging collaborations with other national nodes of ESFRI projects, e.g., EuroBioImaging, LINDAT, Instruct. An example for all is the case of Euro-BioImaging RI (resp. its Czech node Czech-BioImaging RI) that expects the NGI_CZ e-infrastructure to provide resources especially in the areas of short and long-term data storage, metadata marking, data security and computational facilities. 

Outside of Europe, the NGI_CZ was involved in the EUAsiaGrid and CHAIN projects, and currently works in the CHAIN-REDS project (Coordination and Harmonization of Advanced e-Infrastructures for Research and Education Data Sharing). The general goal of those projects was integration of e-Infrastructures in countries in Africa, Asia, and Latin America with the European ones (EGI). The former projects focused mostly on organizational aspects (identification of user communities and application demand, definition of policies, rules for interoperability, approval procedures, etc.) where many years of experience with building e-Infrastructures in Europe were capitalized. The latter one is more technical, bringing specific applications to the users (mostly through web portals). NGI members participate in technical activities, in particular extensions and deployment of the Perun identity management system in this environment, wide deployment of the eduroam network etc.
On the national level, one day Grid computing workshop 2014 will be held in December 2nd in Prague, opened to all NGI users. It will be devoted to an overview of the Czech national grid environment.  

Except this, smaller hands-on seminars are organized, intended for small-groups of participants (up to 15 participants) from any user community group, including online practical examples covering solving user community typical tasks. Hands-on seminars are organized in the most important cities within the Czech Republic–mostly with important university or institute of Academy of sciences. More than 10 hands-on seminars have been organized in 2014. For list of seminar see  https://metavo.metacentrum.cz/en/seminars/index.html.
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