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DARIAH, the Digital Research Infrastructure for the Arts and Humanities, is a large user community that gath-
ers scientists across Europe from the research field of the Arts and Humanities (A&H). The aim of DARIAH
is to enhance and support digitally-enabled research and teaching across the Arts and Humanities in Europe.
The objective of DARIAH is to develop, maintain and operate a research infrastructure for ICT-based research
practices. The DARIAH infrastructure aims to become a fully connected and effective network of tools, in-
formation, people and methodologies for investigating, exploring and supporting research across the broad
spectrum of the Digital Humanities. To achieve this goal, a significant amount of effort has to be devoted to
the improvement of the current infrastructure.

A part of this effort is the EGI-DARIAH Competence Centre (EGI-DARIAH CC), established within the EGI-
Engage Horizon2020 project. The EGI-DARIAH CC aims at bridging the gap between the DARIAH user
community and the European e-Infrastructure, mainly those provided by the EGI community. To achieve this
goal, EGI-DARIAH CC focuses on strengthening the collaboration between the DARIAH user community
and EGI by deploying A&H applications in the EGI Federated cloud and increasing the number of e-Science
services and applications, as well as raising awareness of A&H researchers about the advantages and benefits
of e-Infrastructure by providing end-user support and organizing training events.

Considering that the DARIAH community, as well as the general A&H research public, is very specific in their
requirements and needs on e-Infrastructure, one of the first actions of the EGI DARIAH CC was to collect all
relevant information about the DARIAH research requirements. The collection of the required information
was conducted via a comprehensive web-based survey. The aim of this survey was to collect feedback from
DARIAH end-users, application/service providers and developers on their knowledge and background on e-
Infrastructure (e.g. computational and storage resources, user-support services, authentication policies, etc.),
on how research data (information) are shared and accessed, about AAI requirements, what services and ap-
plication researchers are using in their research and what are their characteristics, etc. Based on the inputs, a
set of specific A&H services and application will be developed, such as gUSE/WS-Pgrade workflow oriented
gateway, gLibrary framework for distributed information repositories and information retrieval service based
on CDSTAR. Concurrently with the application development, a significant working effort is put in the educa-
tion of DARIAH researchers since many of them have minor or no technical knowledge required to efficiently
use various e-Infrastructure resources or new application/services that will be developed during this project.
Therefore, a set of training events will be organized to demonstrate the specific applications and services devel-
oped within EGI-DARIAH CC, as well as give a general introduction on how to utilize various EGI resources,
applications and services.
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